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and leather goods (Kucera and Milberg 1999).
Consequently, when these manufactuting jobs are
transferred to more employer-friendly situations in
developing nations (often realized through liberalized
trade deals), women ate displaced.

However, there are a number of significant
differences in the ways in which trade agreements affect
women's well-being in developed countries, These
differences stem from the nature and strength. of the
domestic institutions which are in place before a trade
agreement is signed. Women in developed countries
have greater access to effective institutions, most
notably the legal system, which endows them with some
degtee of power to challenge dominating corporate
interests.

By contrast, women in developing nations have
no legal recourse against the harsh and exploitative work
environments they endure. In developing countries with
weak institutions, trade agreements can severely limit
the government's ability to regulate the behavior of
firms beyond labor laws that existed at the time of the
agreement. This undermining of state power can leave
women with limited alternatives to contest their work
conditions.

Women in developed countries also have access
to a well-developed mandatory education system,
relatively easy access to health care, and the availability
of other social services which support their work in
both the formal and informal labor markets. In addition,
economies of developed countries inherently offer
more opportunities for women to work and the cultures
of developed countties are generally mote accepting
of women's wotk. All of this is not to say that women
in developed countries do not face exploitative work
arrangements. However, women in developing
countries are much more vulnerable to trade
liberalization policies that fail to consider their welfare
than are women in developed nations.

RECOMMENDATIONS

As this brief analysis has shown, trade, as it is
currently constructed and practiced, does not
incorporate women's perspectives or expetiences,
resulting in one-sided agreements that ovetlook
significant gendered aspects of the economy and
society. Ensuring that trade does not hurt women is
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good public policy that allows the United States to
continue international trade agreements in a positive,
constructive way. Accordingly, a number of methods,
including research, support for advocacy organizations,
and monitoring of international organizations, have
been developed to support this goal.

One of the mostimportant ways to include women
in the calculus of trade agreements is to undertake a
comprehensive gender analysis of trade agreements
before they are concluded. This process can include
country specific analyses, disaggregated by gendet, of
the ways in which women will be affected by the trade
agreement. To support this work, more qualitative
information and fieldwork is needed to provide insight
into the economic activities performed by all people.

Support for advocacy organizations is crucial.
Organizations that encourage and lobby for gender
impact trade analyses include both domestic and
international firms, Women's Edge, a prominent
Washington, D.C.-based advocacy organization has
developed a full trade impact assessment model. The
Caribbean Association for Feminist Research and
Action (CAFRA) is a regional network of feminist
activists who support research and advocacy on gender
and trade. Furthermore, organizations such as the
International Gender and Trade Network, a group that
monitors and reports on the activities of the Wotld
Bank, is actively working to support equitable and
sustainable trade.

In addition to gender analyses of trade agreements,
advancing the work of advocacy otganizations, and
reporting on the work of international agencies, wealthy
nations can take 2 number of additional steps to ensure
that future trade agreements are beneficial to everyone.
First, trade should not be a substitute for international
aid; development assistance to help countries improve
their access to affordable, high-quality health care, good
education, clean water, efficient infrastructure, and
effective institutions is needed for poor countries to
build their capacity and be able to take full advantage
of the opportunities provided by trade. Access to these
services is essential for the productivity of any nation.

Second, requirements for foreign investment in
trade agreements, the sections that ultimately encourage
export-led production, should be changed to include
provisions favorable to the host country. For example,
investment sections of trade agteements currently
restrict preferential purchasing from corporations to



An Examination of the Gendered Effects of Trade Liberalization

the developing country. The inclusion of preferential
purchasing, or requiring that an established percentage
of domestic content in foreign production be included,
is 2 common device that governments use to spur
development (Ponicki 2003). Including preferential
purchasing would help
development for local business. These requirements
could be further expénded to mandate the inclusion
of women-owned small businesses and micro-

stimulate economic

enterprises.

In addition, the US. should enact legislation to
create avenues for legal redress for foreign workers in
American-owned industties. Although this option may
not be initially utilized, as foreign wotkets may notwant
to challenge their employers for lack of other
opportunities, it provides workers with the ability to
seek legal compensation and protection from poor
working conditions, a threat which may prove useful
by itself.

Although much more could be done, these
recommendations highlight some of the actions that
are under consideration and that could be taken to
realize trade's development potential. These
recommendations, howevet, also highlight the complex
and contentious nature of trade, demonstrating that
far from a mere economic tool, trade powetfully affects
people's lives, their livelihoods, and their daily well-
being. For women, the poorest of the world and the
caretakers of children, the impact of trade and the ways
in which trade is conducted can be crucial.

CONCLUSIONS

This article examines some of the ways in which
trade affects women differently than men. Calling
attention to the gendered aspects of trade policy
provides an entry point to ctitique the current economic
system and highlight the very gender-specific, and often
unequal, aspects of economics that are realized through
trade. A gender analysis applied to trade policy means
looking at what happens to women and men separately
in order to analyze the detrimental affects of trade. A
gender analysis also looks at the differences in resources
and choices available to both women and men and
assesses the power dynamics behind the oppression of
women.

One of the largest gendered effects of trade is its
disregard for women's unpaid, informal labor. By
relying on economic indicators as evidence of success,
trade ignores the realities of time and labor use.
Wherever women work, their lives are altered by trade
agreements negotiated and signed behind closed doors.
The continued exploitation that results is counter to
the objectives of free international trade which aims to
encourage and stimulate growth to alleviate poverty.

Underlying this analysis is a more fundamental and
philosophical issue that has yet to be directly addressed
by the trade community and by the global community
in general. Current trade ideology assumes that it is
acceptable for some to lose in the shott run so that
others may gain in the long run. Free trade, it is argued,
will at first be a tough pill to swallow; there will
undoubtedly be winners and losets but in the long run,
free trade will be more economically efficient and the
winners will outnumber the losers. However, this
assumption has not been rigorously questioned; who
decides, for someone else, that losing in the short run
is acceptable? The fact that those most likely to lose
are also the most marginalized and disenfranchised is
not coincidental and must be addressed. We must not
continue to assume that everyone will be better off in
a more economically efficient world but must honestly
question our intentions and the type of world we are
constructing,

NoOTES

! Privatization, or the selling of services that were once
provided at low or no cost by a public entity to a private
one, is often built in to trade agreements. As
governments have privatized these services,
responsibility for them has shifted to families and
communities, transferring a disproportionate amount
of the workload onto women's shouldets (Razavi 2002).

*The Least Developed Countries Repotrt 2004
published by the United Nations Confetence on Trade
and Development.

* See, for example, Women's EDGE; Women's
Environment and Development Organization;
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Association for Women's Rights; the International
Gender and Trade Network; Development Alternatives
with Women for a New Era; and others.

*In order to bting countries out of debt, the World
Bank and the International Monetary Fund(IMF) may
impose economic adjustment policies and loan
conditions such as cutrency devaluation, privatization
of certain sectors (such as energy, health and water),
lower social spending, and the compression of wages
as part of an overall plan to stimulate growth
(Symington 2002b, 3).

REFERENCES

Associated Press. 2002, Weak U.S. economy, rising
Mexican wages trigger massive layoffs at
Mexican plants. The Associated Press, August 29,

Cagatay, Nilufer, 2001. Trade, gender and poverty. New
York: United Nations Development Programme.

Chodkiewicz, J.L. 2003. Two faces of globalization in
Mexico: Maquiladoras and Zapatistas. In Global
shaping and its alternatives. Bd. Yildiz Atasoy and
William K, Carroll. Canada: Kumarian Press.

Collins, Jane L. 2003. Threads: Gender, labor, and power in
the global apparel industry. Chicago: The University of
Chicago Press.

Duggan, Lynn. 1997. Introduction to Part 2. In The
women, gender and development reader. Ed. Nalini
Visvanathan, Lynn Duggan, Laurie Nisonoff and
Nan Wiegersma. Bloomfield: Zed Books, Ltd.

Elson, Diane and Ruth Pearson. 1997, The
subordination of women and the internationalization
of factory production. In The women, gender and
development reader. Ed. Nalini Visvanathan, Lynn
Duggan, Laurie Nisonoff and Nan Wiegersma,
Bloomfield: Zed Books, Ltd.

Escobar, Arturo. 1995, The problematization of
poverty: The tale of three wotlds and development.
In encountering development: The making and unmaking
of the Third World. Princeton: Princeton University
Press.

Policy Perspectives

Federal Document Clearing House Congressional
Testimony. 2003, Peter Blair Henry, Associate
Professor of Economics, Stanford University
Graduate School of Business. April 1.

Fernandez-Kelly, Maria P.1997. Maquiladoras: The view
from the inside. In The women, gender and development
reader. Ed, Nalini Visvanathan, Lynn Duggan, Laurie
Nisonoff and Nan Wiegersma. Bloomfield: Zed
Books, Lid.

Folbre, Nancy. 2001. The invisible beart. New York: The
New Press.

Informal Working Group on Gender and Trade. 1998.
Gender and trade: Some conceptual and policy Links.
In Trade myths and gender reality: Trade liberalization and
women's lives. Edited by Angela Hale. Global
Publications Foundation.

Iritani, Evelyn and Marla Dickerson. 2005. Workers'
rights at tisk. Los Angeles Times, January 17.

Jordan, Mary and Kevin Sullivan. 2003. Trade brings
riches, but not to Mexico's poot. Washington Post,
March 22,

Kabeer, Naila. 2004. Globalization, labor standards,
and women's rights: Dilemmas of collective action
in an interdependent world. Feminist Economics 10(1):
3-35.

Kucera, David and William Milberg, 1999. Gender
segregation and gender bias in manufacturing trade
expansion: Revisiting the "Wood Asymmetry." Censer
Jor Economic Poligy. Analysis Working Paper. New York:
CEPA.

Lim, Linda Y.C. 1997. Capitalism, imperialism and
patriarchy: The dilemma of Third World women
workers in multinational factories. In The women,
gender and development reader. Ed. Nalini Visvanathan,
Lynn Duggan, Laurie Nisonoff and Nan
Wiegersma. Bloomfield: Zed Books, Ltd.

Mandhane, Renu and Alison Symington. 2003, Ten
principles for challenging neoliberal globalization.
Washington, D.C.: Association for Women's Rights
in Development.

Nisonoff, Lautie. 1997. Introduction to Part 3. In The



An Examination of the Gendered Effects of Trade Liberalization

women, gender and development reader F.d. Nalini
Visvanathan, Lynn Duggan, Laurie Nisonoff and
Nan Wiegersma. Bloomfield: Zed Books, Ltd.

Ponicki, Maureen Heffern, 2003, Investment and the
FTAA: Can women benefit? In Breaking boundaries
II: The Free Trade Area of the Americas and women:
Understanding the connections. Washington, D.C.;
International Gender and Trade Network,

Razavi, Shahra, 2002. Shifting burdens: Gender and
agricultural change under neoliberalism. Bloomfield:
Kumarian Press,

Sandrasagra, Mithre. 2003, Development: UN. Group
Proposes New Rules of Trade. Inter Press Servige,
January 30.

Sen, Amartya. 1999, Development as freedom. New York:
Knopf.

Snyder, Margret and Mary Tadesse. 1997. The
African context: Women in the political economy.
In The women, gender and development reader Ed. Nalini
Visvanathan, Lynn Duggan, Laurie Nisonoff and
Nan Wiegersma. Bloomfield: Zed Books, Ltd.

Symington, Alison. 2002. Women's rights, the World Trade
Organization and international trade policy. Washington,
D.C.: Association for Women's Rights in
Development.

Suri, Sanjay. 2004. Development: Trade liberalization
not a panacea, study finds. Inter Press Service, May 27,

UN. Development Programme (UNDP). 1990-2002.
Human Development Report 1990: Concept and
measurement of human development. New York: Oxford
University Press.

— Human Development Report 1995: Gender and human
devetgpment. New York: Oxford University Press,

—. Human Development Report 2002: Deepening democracy
in a fragmented world. New York: Oxford University
Press.

UN. Research Institute for Social Development
(UNRISD). 2000, Visible hands: Taking responsibility
Jfor social development. Geneva: UNRISD.

Visvanathan, Nalini. 1997, Introduction to Part 1. In
The women, gender and develgpment reader. Ed. Nalini
Visvanathan, Lynn Duggan, Laurie Nisonoff and
Nan Wiegersma. Bloomfield: Zed Books, Ltd.

Waring, Marilyn. 1988. If women connted: A new fentinist
economics. San Francisco: Harper & Row.

White, Marceline, 2003, Making trade work for women:
Oppartunities and obstacles. Washington, IL.C.: Women's
EDGE.

White, Marceline and Alexandra Spieldoch, 2003,
Analysis of Free Trade Area of the Americas text from a
gender perspective, Washington, D.C.: Women's TDGE.

Wiegersma, Nan, 1997, Introduction to Patt 4. In The
women, gender and development reader. Ed. Nalini
Visvanathan, Lynn Duggan, Lautie Nisonoff and
Nan Wiegersma. Bloomfield: Zed Books, Ltd.

Wolf, Diane. 1997. Daughters, decisions and
domination: An empirical and conceptual critique
of household strategies. In The women, gender and
development reader. Ed. Nalini Visvanathan, Lynn
Duggan, Laurie Nisonoff and Nan Wiegersma.
Bloomfield: Zed Books, Ltd.

Women's EDGE. 2003. Analysis of Free Trade Area of
the Americas text from a gender perspective. Washington,
D.C.: Women's EDGE.

Women's EDGE. 2003. Women and trade: Investing in

Washington, D.C.: Women's EDGE.

Wortld Bank, 2002. Globalization, growth, and poverty:
Building an inclusive world economy. Washington, D.C.:
The World Bank.

World Trade Organization (WTO). 2001, Market access:
Unfinished business post Urugitay Round:  Inventary
and issues. Special Studies, No. 6, WTO.

Young, Kate. 1993, Planning development with women:
Making a world of difference. New York: St. Martin's
Press.

Zoellick, Robert. 2002, Unleashing the trade winds.
The Ficonomist, December 7.






