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subways, light rail systems and bus
routes, making these systems more
efficient and attractive; in fact, if one
percent of all suburban commuter
trips, which account for 16 percent of
all work trips, switched to mass tran-
sit, demand for mass transit would in-
crease by 422,000 trips daily—and
reduce road congestion by a corre-
sponding amount. Investment and
expansion of alternative transporta-
tion systems would also significantly
benefit the mobility of non-drivers.39

Although there are some inequal-
ities associated with value pricing,
most situations are self-correcting,
While on the surface, HOT lanes may
seem to disproportionately benefit
wealthier drivers, the effects of value
pricing more than make up for any
flaw in the system. Moreover, greater
revenues and increased opportunities
for infrastructure development make
value pricing an overall equitable
venture.

But despité its benefits, conges-
tion pricing is not always popular
with the public. In 1994, a conges-
tion-pricing proposal of the San
Francisco - Oakland Bay Bridge de-
termined that the implementation of a
$3 toll for west bound traffic during
the hours of 6 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. and 3
pm. to 6 p.m. for automobiles with
two occupants or less would reduce
delays by almost half (from a 20-
minute to a 12-minute delay in the
morning and from a 15-minute to an
8-minute delay in the evening).40
Additionally, $22 million would be
collected in revenues annually from
the increase in tolls, which would be

used to support mass transit, rideshar-
ing and other transportation services
in the area.4! Despite such appealing
findings, the congestion pricing proj-
ect was not undertaken since politi-
cians were reluctant to enact
legislation that could have been per-
ceived as a tax increase,

Conclusion

No sane motorist would actually
choose to sit in traffic if a viable alter-
native were available. Yet on a daily
basis, drivers watch roadways turn
into parking lots and are reluctant to
change their driving behavior.
Instead, motorists have accommodat-
ed traffic congestion by turning cars
into mobile offices complete with CD
players, cellular phones and lap top
computers.

Motorists do not have to be stuck
behind the wheel. Innovations such
as value pricing and the Electronic
Toll Collection (ETC) illustrate that
motorists are not condemned to en-
dure current (and increasing) levels
of congestion. Significant increases in
traffic flows can be made if policy-
makers and motorists, alike, are will-
ing to take the first steps. To do so,
motorists must begin to place a high-
er value their time raher than on
“free” roadways. Likewise, policy-
makers must acknowledge the bene-
fits associated with value pricing. 4
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