






some cannot be justified when they work against open 
0ppOltunity for alL"9 

Conclusion 
After maintaining sufficient levels of public support for 
nearly thirty years, affirmative action may soon face elm­
matic restructuring, if not outright repeal, due in large part 
to the cuo'cnt, unprecedented levels of opposition from 
both voters and policy makers. This shift in public opinion 
regarding affirmative action has occurred duting an era of 
declining economic well-being for the majority of 
Americans, conditions which have arguably helped to 
shape our thoughts about the role of government in recti­
fying past discrimination. Although affirmative action poli­
cy has survived several periods of economic hardship in 
the United States, the current climate is somewhat different 
given the historically low number of affirmative action's 
defenders now found in powerful institutions like Congress 
and the Supreme Court. 

There is little indication that the goal of affirmative action 
program5-the creation of a racially just society-has been 
achieved. Nevertheless, the divisive political debate about 
afflrmative action now taking place seems to mask dlis 
fundamental intent. Affirmative action policy was originally 
designed to remedy racial discrimination and, to date, few 
could make a convincing case that racism in this country 
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has been eliminated.NO 

Affimlative action policy was supposed to create a frame­
work for consensus in America. The crafters of affirmative 
action intended the policy to build upon the unifYing 
achievements of the Civil Rights era which helped bring 
minority and non-minority individuals together in situations 
where the two groups had never before interacted. By aid­
ing the injured runner, as President Johnson analogized in 
1%5. affimmtive action would help "di.,solve" racist atti­
tudes which "diminish the holders, divide the great democ­
racy, and do wrong-great wrong--to the children of 
God. "Ill Aftlrrnative ac1ion was thus designed to help both 
minority and non-minority citizens to overcome their preju­
dices and. as a result, society could become more just and 
productive. 

The programs that fall under the auspices of affimulive 
a<..1ion, like the Small Business Administration's R(a) pro­
gram, are not acting as a unifier and are in need of revi­
sion. As a result of the current dehate, supporters of affir­
mative action are sharpening and clarifying their views on 
how the policy can best be applied. The fedeml govem­
ment should pledge it.,elf to refining and retooling affrrma­
tive action policy until the last vestiges of racial discrimina­
tion have been destroyed."" After all, racial discrimination is 
the wound that affirmative action was merely meant to 

heal. "* 
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