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ventilation as a "solution" to the problem. Now, the 
tobacco companies are circulating rumors and faulty 
studies predicting economic ruin. While smoke-free 
policies have gained momentum, such special interests 
continue to pose significant obstacles to legislation, as 
illustrated by RAMW's efforts in the District of 
Columbia. 

All citizens have the right to workplace protection 
from toxic substances, regardless of socioeconomic 
status or their chosen employment. Bar and restaurant 
employees should not, as opponents often suggest, 
have to choose between exposure to carcinogens or 
finding another job. The benefits to society outweigh 
any inconvenience to individual smokers. Not only do 
smoking bans bring about benefits in the form of 
dollars saved through decreased health care costs and 
increased productivity, but they also provide benefits 
not necessarily measured in the marketplace, including 
greater public health and equitable protection from 
dangerous working conditions for all citizens. 
Policymakers must take immediate action to ensure 
that all Americans can pursue their livelihoods without 
compromising their health. 

NOTES 

1 California mandated smoke-free dining in 1995 and 
smoke-free bars in 1998 (California Department of 
Health Services n.d.). 

2 Other federal agencies have also recognized ETS as a 
carcinogen. Beginning in 2000, the National Toxicology 
Program (of HHS) has included ETS in its Report 011 

Carcinogens listing ETS as a "known" carcinogen 
(HHS 2005a). According to HHS, known carcinogens 
point to a causal relationship between contact with the 
agent, substance, or mixture and human cancer (HHS 
2005b). Under the CDC, the National Institute for 
Occupational Safety [NIOSH] reported the link 
between ETS and cancer in 1991 (CDC 1991), and 
NIOSH lists ETS in its compilation of potential 
occupational carcinogens (CDC n.d.). 

3 The median wage for food preparation and service 
workers is $7.06 per hour (U.S. DOL 2005). 

4 Lack of data prevented the researchers from 
estimating the latter category. 

5Researchers defmed lost productivity as lost wages, lost 
fringe benefits, and lost household services. To fmd the 
latter value, the authors use an estimate for the average 
number of hours of unpaid household services (1,200 
hours per year) tilat they multiply by the current federal 
minimum wage, estimating that $6,180 in household 
services is lost per year per person. Because ETS-related 
conditions generally occur later in life, they used data 
only for individuals with no children under age eighteen 
(Behan et al. 2005, 22). 

(, Although the originally published paper contained some 
errors regarding the inlplementarion dates for certain 
dties, the researchers replicated the work with corrected 
onset dates and updated data. Their revised study found 
that correcting tilese dates had no effect on their original 
conclusions and that the additional data only bolstered 
tileir 1994 fmdings (Glantz and Smith 1997). 

7 scono and Lal (2005) have continued to update dlis 
analysis after its original publication date, and their 
findings are unchanged as of July 2005, the date of the 
latest revision. 

H Fifty-two percent describe ETS as "very harmful" and 
33 percent describe it as "somewhat" harmful (Gallup 
2001). 

9 Angela Bradbury, personal communication to author, 
January 7, 2006. 

111 The Supreme Court's Daubert v. Merrell DO]J} 

Pharmaceuticals, Inc. in 1992 revised the Frye standard, the 
longstanding criterion for admissibility of scientific 
evidence requiring "general acceptance in the scientific 
community." Judges assess the validity and reliability of 
scientific testimony submitted by interested parties. In 
the administrative arena, tile Data Access Amendment 
of 1999 and the related Data Quality Act require 
interested parties access to underlying data in federally­
sponsored scientific studies and provides a formal 
procedure for parties to challenge these studies' quality 
(Wagner 2005, 100). 

11 The autil0r compiled this narrative of the Washington, 
DC. smoking ban legislation from several articles by 
Eric Weiss published in the Washington Post between 
March 15, 2005 and January 5, 2006. 

12 Angela Bradbury, personal communication, January 
7,2006. 
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